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We are neither philosophical nor

historicel conltempories of the present day
Andrew Nagh

INTRCDUCTICH: Turner's life wag cheracterised by a rational epproach to issues and a

respect for persons and for this reason his life stands in tragic contrast to the asct of
violence which temminated it.

LIFE AND DEATH: Frencis Wilsonm: "To honour Richerd Turner sz he should be honoured we must

continue the dialogue about justice in which he perticipsted so peesionstely himgelf. t
This dielogue is of great importence at a time of polerisation in & violent society
where men like Rick can be murdered to keep them out of the debate about our future"

(D, Hurley).

THE EYE OF THE KEEDLE:

5,1 Utopien thinkings: Concept used in a dialectical way to encoursge a critical attitude
to the existing society enabling the citizen to discover the implicit =ssumptions of
traditional patterns of behaviour,

3,2 Two human models: Caritelist human model: "humen beings fulfil themselves by owning,
accumilating, or consuming materiel goods." Christien human model: based on a concern
for the need of others.,

3,3 Qulture end conflict: Clash between Europesn and African cultures should not be seen
in merely cultural terms but aslso in economic and political terms.

3.4 Participatory democracy: "A social system that enables individuals to have maXimum
control over their gocial and material enviromnment, and encoursges them to interact
creatively with other people” (Turner).

3.5 The politics of soclallam- "We need to rlan our society in such a way =se to give us
the maximum amount of freedom'Mesns of production should nelong to society as = whole.
3,6 Farticipatory democracy for South Africa: The need for "a fundemental redistribution
of wealth and power'.

3,7 The dvnamics of the South African goclety: Mechanisms of control used by the ruling
group: military and police power, & lezitimating ideology, the strategy of legitimating
divisions, and the manipulation of displescement phencmena,

5,8 In search of a gtrategzy: Vearicus asspects of opposition to government diecussed,
Choice of stretegy is clearly apgainst, v1olence end in favour of the mobilisation of the
urban African work force.

CRITICAL COAMENTS: Exploretion of verious tensions in Turner's thinking: 1. The tension
between his choice for retionality and the "irrstionalities" of the political situstion.
Socisl criticiem through discovery, invention or interpretetion. 2. Utopian in opposition
to realistic thinking. 3. Tension between a master key and the rich texture of society.
4, Tension between freedom snd historical context. "The structure of consclousneas, a
continual sroject in the future, is such thet it can never be bound to anythlng (Turner ).
This view of consciousness ig a-structurel, a-historical, and a-gocisal,

A-etructural, because he does not realise thet languages or sign-systems structure
congeciousness. A-higtorical, since he lacks the insight that the present is the dia-
lectical relestionship between past and future. A-social, for by opereiing with a

concept of consclousness which is & continual project into the future with nc reots

in the past he excludes the role of orgenieation in "transforming the gosls of that
congciousness into hisgtoricel realityq.

CONCLUSICN: The role of philosophy in helping us to understand the historical task of
emencipation from =211 kinds of domination. Turmer's philosophy was an endeavour not
only to relate philosophy to history but also to relaste history ito philosophy. He
struggled with the difficult problem of how to become a philosophicel and hlsto*lcal
contemporary of hig time. Cruciesl to this insight is an understending of "how our
higtory forms our conrscioueness without maeking consciousness & mere expression of

its history, but leaving it an ective role in chooging its future" (Nash)
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In search of justice

We are neither rhilosophicel
nor historical contemroraries
of the presenti dey

Andrew Kash

Introduction

"Tf p man hagpened to be 35 years old, as I harpen to be, end some truth
stands before the door of his life; some grest orportunity to stand up for
thnet which is right and that which is justi, and he refuses to stand up
because he wants to 1live longer, or he ie efreid his home will get

bombed, or he is efraid thet he will lose his job, or he is =afraid that

he will get shotu, he mey go on end live unitil he is B0... and then the
cegsation of breath is merely the belsted announcenent of an early

desth of the svirit. A man dies when ne refuses to stand up for that

which is right., 4 men dies when he refuses to take s stend for that which

ig true. 8o, we ere going Yo stend up right here,.. letting the werld

e

) z ]
know thet we are determined to be free.’

Richard Turner wes esseesinsted in Durban on 8 Januery 1678 =nd these words
wfitten by Mertin Luther King were resd at the memorial service, ' In
cormemorating the tenih anniversary of his tragic death-al this conrference
I would like wo pay t;ihute to Rick Turner by steting, firstly, that his
tife'exemplified the Soératic dictum "en unexemined life is noi woerth
living"; secondly, thet his untimely desth was the result of his decigion
to stand up, courageously =and compassionately, for that wnich is just; ana
. NS
thirdly, thet his philoscphy has a guality which merits our serious
pttention. His life was charscterised by e retional sprrosch to issuse
ené e respect.for persons end for this reason his life stends in tragic

contrast to the 2ct of violence which terminated it. In this peper I

irtend looking =t his rolitical philosothy anéd =t Zic implicetions for
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his own life and perhepe for ocur lives in so far as we relate our

philosophy to the theory and practice of politics.

II

Life =and death

In this section I concentrate on a few crucial pericds in Tumner's life
gs relsted by Tony Morphet in his introcduction to the second edition

of The Eve of the Needle. Turner, born in Cepe Town in 1241, registered

g8 first year student at the University of Cape Town in 19859. The yeears
1956 mnd 19650 were impcrtant yeers in the history of the struggle of the
open universities to maintain their mutconomy. Apartheid in education

wes enforced on umiversity level and the open universgities responded
through protests, These protests falled but at leasst one poazitive result
was that studentis became aware of the political dimensionsg of university

life.

Another Cdecisive event was the shootings at Sherpeville in March 196C.

The national crisis which followed demonsirated the greet divide between
black and white, the level of frustrstion =mong the blascke, the repressive
power of ithe governmenti, and the importance of white opposition groups.
Turner wes inveolved in KUSAS (Ketionel Union of Souih Africen Studentsj

put he ¢id not commit himself to violent action.

In 1964 Turner weni to France, enrolled at the Universiiy of Faris and
vorked on the political philosorhy of Sartre, Crucial for hig own develop-
ment ig the Sartrean insight that man hes ne fixed neture since he is =
continual project into the future. On his return to Souih Africa he used
the Socretic method in tesching ghiloeochy. He befriended Bteve Biko in
1970 st the University of Katsl and beceme a "sympathetic critic" of the |

BElack Consciousness movement. He was erlzoc criticel c¢f gectarizriasmr ond

t studente end criticiead gtudent riots arguing thst

.4 2 .
recicelien ononm

5]
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"students should do soze thinking insteed". For him there is no

libersting practice without informed theory. While working on the
SFROCAS progrumme (Special frozramme for Christisn iction in Society)
in the 1570's he criticised the limitations of the liberel paradigm and
rroduced his own Sartresn reflection on the South African society,

rublished in 1972 under the title of The Eve of the Needle,

However, not only Sertre's influence is rresent in thie book but also
Turner' s involvement in the bdlack trade union movement in Durban. He
initisted progremmes of research in which students gethered demning
information ebout conditions in the fectories, =nd algo organised the
workers themeslves, educating them into cuestioning their world. He
pleyed a role in estsblishing the Inmstitute for Indusirisl Educstion and

the South Africen itabour Eulletin, propageiing the formstion of sirong

bleck trade unions.

Since Sherpeville in 2580 the working-cless in South Aerice wass wesk
- (=4

hte

end disorganised, "but only eiznt monthas after the publication of this
book, = meseive wave of strikes in Durban, which extended from Jgnuary to
Merch 1973, signalied the beginning of an upsurse of worker militancy in
South 4frica which has yet to show any sign of subsiding" (Nesh, 1982:5).
He initiated a study of the Durban strikes bui wes bemned in Februasry 1973,
Using = the opportunity to do research on Rousseeu, Kgni, Hegel, Merx,

Engels, Lenin, Sartre and Alihusser, he explored the role of the humsn subject

in the context of history. -

Whet happened then is relsted by Tomy Morchet (1980) as Ffollows: "He had
been under close surveillesnce throughout the period of hie banning which

vwes due to exrpire in Merch 15728. In Jenuary 1978 his wife Foszis visited

Botswane 2nd on passing the dorder post ceught the attention of control




officers. 3She was gearched and harassed in s manner which suggested

more than usuel suspicion. That night =t midnight an unknown gunnen

nocked at Tyrner's front door and, on his investigating the knock, shot

him deed through a side window.

Folice promised investigsations tut such dilebory sters ss have been

teken have yielded no evidence of any kind. The logic of the life gituation
I heve described leads towards & conclusion which is difficult to evoid.
Meny people felt thet he wag asszssinated by = person who was acting

in the name or interest of the state pover. It was the imposition of

the ultimete limit beyond which no physicel transcendence was possible.“

Cne cennot merely talk sbout the 1ife snd death of Richerd Turner and

legve it =t thet, for nis thinking wes meinly a concemm about justice

with the primsry focus on South Africa, In the words of Francis Wilson
(1678:82); "To homour Richard Turner os we should be honoured we must
continue the dirlogue about justice in which he particicated so raesionately
nimself." And this diaslogue 1s of zreot jmportance gt o time of
polarisetion in a violent society "where men like Rick cen be murdered

to keep them out of the debate sbout our ruture" (Hurley, 1572: 94).

One way of honouring him end keeping the debete allve is to tske his
vhilesophy geriously. In this paper I intend esnelysing bis roiiticel

philosophy on the bepis of his srgumenis a8 formuleted in The Zve of ihe

Needle,

The Eve of the Needle

53,1 Utopisn thinking

Turner uses the concert of utopien thinking in a dislecticel wey in
order to encourage a critical sttitude to the existing soclely enabling
Lthe citizen to discover tne jmplicit assumptions of tradiiionel petierns

of behaviour. This leads %o the insight that, for gxamyple, rscism,

sexism and capiteliem are not "imperetives of humsn nature" but petterns
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of behaviour which represent sets of values which could be changed. In
changing our values We chenge our behaviour retterng which brings about

a change in the structure of society. Unfortunately people are inclined
to take a thought-style for sranted =and consequently they are not willing
to introduce & gecond reflection which would enable them to look criticelly
ot their own position. Twis second reflection is gescribed by Turner 28
theorising asbout socleiy. Theory enablies us not to tzke our present
society for srented pbut to Zrasp the present as history. To gresp the
present as history enteils tne following ineichts: that gocieties chanze
through time; that rrogress nas an ambivaeleni neture since the movement
from irrstionality o retionality conta ns much thst is irrational; thet
our society is subject to chenze, and that we can bring =zbout change by

criticising irrationalities in society.

3,2 Two humen models

In his enalysis of the Soutn 4fricen society in ita nigtoricel context

Turner introduces two models, the caritalist human model smd the Cnristien

humsn model. In capit=lism s02€ reogle control the means of groduction
enebling them to exrloit those wno have no choice but to work for the

owners. Exploitetion is reinforced bty accumulztion and consumtiion. The

humen model of capitelisn ig defined in teras of the assumrtion that

"human beings fulfil themselves by owning, scounulating, or consuming
meterial goode" {Turner, 1980: 15}, Turner (1980: 16 ) does noti moralise abeut

on esgumed personal defect in the cagitalist, hut emphesises the structural

. . . . . | - . .
nature of the asymmetriceal relation of power 1n cariteliem: "exploitstion

ig not a function of the good or 11l will of the pesriicular caritalist.

T+ is a structursl relation beiwesn capitalist 2nd worker. 4nd precisely

&

pecause it is = structurzl relation the caritalist (and cften the werkers

rey

i

toc) texe 1t for cranted =nd 80 do not reslise thet they =re responeiblie

for it. 4nd it is the structural relstiomshir that places limitetions on




In connection with this distinction between indivicusl intention and
struciursl relstionshirp ne cistinguishes between ipternsl morslity and
+ renscendent mor=lity. Internal morality Joes not challenge the struc~
ture, out emrchasises tne rurity cf motives =nd =ctione within 2 given
gocial system. Transcendent mworelity challenges the structure and
1ooks criticelly st the human wodel implicit in the sociegl system into
which individuele sre socialised. The crimary role of relizion is to
introduce the conceft of tronscendence which negates the asgumped finslity ,
of & particular ctete of =ffelrs. Relizion as the practice of transcendence
gives 2 rositive meening to tne notion of the present as history since 2n
ebility to chnange the present 1s escribed to the humsan being who is not

only a product of Wwistoricsl processes but who is equelly cepeble of producing

history.

The Christisn num-=n model is en examrile of traznscendent morslity which

enebles men O guestion 4 sken-for-granied petterns of behevicur. Onristienity

ig not an "oiber worldly" religion out rather & "this worldly" re

oy

the myth ot ihe incarnaetion rlaces the Tygnacendent in hisiory aes = avzbol

b

of the rossitility of o way of 1ife whish is not based on sel¥iaghness but
on a concern for ihe need of others. it ip 8 choice for persons rether than

things es precondition for being hume2n, and it rejects a system which turne

persons into things in order 4o exploit them.

5.3 Culture ené conflict

»

The clzsh detveen RTuropean culture =and &fricen culture in 3outh zorica since
1852 is Gescriped by Turner in terms of the process of concuest since the
Buropeen immigrents defined their own rresence in South Africa Dy mesns of

a dichotoay structured as civilised-uncivilised. The whites succeecsd in

dominating ihe whole cubcontinent by means of military FOWET. This formed

+he basis of ineguality belween white znd black and the inbroduction of =




cneap black lesbour force.
employers joined
by esteblishing & collective bargain
by legelising the colour ber on

scquisition of skills as = wniie preserve.

forces and ithe coegition of
ing system thet excluded

the wines, =nt by protecting

When necessery white workers end white

the white worker was ent renched

§fricans,

The clash between European anc sfrican cultures should tnerefore not be

geen

Turner sdmits that cultural conflicts can erise,

based on conflicting langusge interests,

be distinguished clesrly from the clash of

the role of race snd class in the history of

in merely cultursl terms but also in economic

meteriel interests.

and politicel terms.

for exsmcle, 2 clash

but this kind of conflict ghould

Be =dmits

South tfrica but keeps on

reminding us that cultursl conflicts are secondsry to "the mejor black-white

confrontetion over wealth".

2,4 TFarticipetory demopcracy

sccording to the ideology of
be involved in ihe decisionmsking processes
T4 ig pesec on the belief that interestes of

by & rationsl mode of politicel life.

Iy

schieved if relations between

-

hes an imgzortznt role to rlay

a retionel understanding of society.

people are bas

in democracy in so

+icipatory democracy is defined by Turner (1980:54 ) as follows: "a

carticigetory cemocracy individuels should

wnich affect their daily lives.

individusls can best be aerved

And since justice can only De

ed on res=son, politicsal philosorhy

£

Poy se it contributes to

1

social system thet enables individuels to heve maximum control over their

pociel end material environment,

ith cther ceople".

acquire power at their tvlasce of

cower the worker cammot exercise his sutonomy.
F y

Tpede unions are useful in orgenieing

work, but since managensnt

end encourages them to intersct crestively

workers Lo
remeins in

In order %o achieve this




full worker conirol is necesssry. This enteils rezular meetinze of all
workers where =11 issues will be discussed, also the cuestion of what to

do with profits. Final responsibility for the reguletions of lebour
relations will be concenireted in an elected workers' council but the enter-
rriee could be broken up into smaller units to secure better particijetion

in a plurality of menageable contexis.

Turner (1680:3G) admits that this sounds Loo idealistic but this is only
because we have been sociaslised into = sociel system with hierarchies which
meke particirstion as an sducational process impossible, Hovever, without
zarticipation no development towards autonomy. "It ig only if the vworkers
participate in the control of the central part of their lives - their work -
that they cen develop the rersonsl guslities of sutonomy, initiative, end
gelf-confidence necessary for our human model, Workers' conirol ie mnot

only e meens wheredby I cen control a specific aree of my life, It is en
educational prosess in which I can learn better to contrel 211 srezs of my

1ife and ce=n fevelop bolh egvehelogical end intercerscnel skills in e

. A . PR . n
situation of co-orerstion with my fellowe in = common task.

%Z,5 The politics of socielism

Workers' control is one examrle of now participetory democracy orerstes.
according to Turner (1980:49) it is only a necessery condition for
individual freedom not a sufficient condition. To arrive st = sufficient

sesocistions in society must be sc-ordinsted. "We must

o
4]

condition, &ll <%
decide sp 2 group whei our priorities ere, what we intend to use our
resources for, sndé crecisely how we are to depend on one esnother. We need
+0 co—ordinzte those of our ections through which we affect one =nother, we
need to plen our society in such 2 way =s to pive us the meximum amount of

N . N = - 1 . . N .
freedom in our privsve livee. Since the citizen cammoi %rust the rlurelity

c¥ different power centres in a liberzl democracy t0 ensure his freedom =znd

gince the competition of verious interest groups takesg plece within "4 he
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unquestioned context of s caritelist power structure", he needs "the one

N - 2 1]
power centre of n gocialist soclety .

o

Turner =dmitg that both cacitaliet and socielist societies limit the freedom
of citizens snd therefore the =zbeence of limitations cannot be the criterion
for freedom, "We must define s free society as one in which (o) the limits
are a8 wide ms possible; (b} all indivicduels heve & say in deciding where

it is necessary for those limiis to be; and (c¢) all individusls know how
;nd why they are being limited" (Turner, 1980C: 53). The Soviet model of
conmuniem is not viewed by him as an elternative to capitalism. It is

bualev
described ss "a lerge, inefficient, and undemocratic state dwfseracy” in

which there is no "popular participation, bazsed on workers' conirol, in =

context of politicel freedon" (Turner, 1980; 65).

3.6 Farticipetorv democracy for South 4frica

In eprlying his theory to South Africs it is cleer that ihe removal of

gpertheid and raciel cdiscrimirstion will not suffice. What i1s needed is

[ N

"s fundemental redisiribution of wealth =2nd of power". In order 1o achieve
the redisiribution of wealih a plenned economy ghould tske the clace of @
free-markel economy. But this redistribution of wealth is only possible

on the bagis of = redistribution of political power, And because whites fear
both kinde of redistribution they inevitebly oppose fundamental chenge,
Although he admits the rcle of racial =snd cultural differences in rolitics,

he is convinced that these differences will have no conflict rotentiel in =

gociety in which the wealth zsp has been bridged.

With regard to the c¢istribution of political power he argues in fevour of

two social precondéitions for politicel stability: firstly, "There should be




no sharp division into soclal grcugs witn centradictory interests in 8 nizmover
of different grheres.” A&nd secondly, "the citizens should be adecustely
intezrsted into the political systen" (Turner, 1660:79). Integration is
difficult to schieve in a modern sndustrial society but by mesns of control
over decision-meking in a plurality of intermedisate institutions between

the individusal end the government the citizen discovers how society worke

by taking part in it. Citizenship takes On = moral cuelity through the

spdividual' s "practicsl educstion of participation“.

In order 1o contribute towards the creation of & cociel democracy Turner
(1930;92—94) cslls on all South sericans to work for change on three

levels: on & personal 1evel we must choose 2 W&y of life that "embodies a
preference for people OVEY things"; on & cultural level we muet develop

Wy cwitique of domineni south African values"; and on a&x organisationel
1eval we must ensure +hzt"ell orgenisstlone We work in muet be participatory

rether than authoritarizn’.

3.7 ZIThe dvnerics of the South 3frican society
¥

Tn his sneslysis of the dynamics oFf +he South Africen society Turner discusses
the following mechenigms of control used by the ruling group: military snd

olice power, & 1igitimeting ideology, the strategy of manipulating

"3

divigions, end ithe manipulation of displacement phenomena. With regard to
gtate power he merely notes that the stete needs more than normal powers to
naintain the prevailing pattern of inequality, end concentretes on the mor

subtle ways of control. According to him the legitimating jdeology is "Lhe

e

concept of the innate superiority of western civilisation" which ie o moTe
gophisticated way of excressing the underlying racisme This ideology does
jndeed play e role in white society but %the importsnt question is to whet

extent it influences the perccptions of blecks.

The +hird mechanism of control is the ghrategy of manipuleting divisions
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among the blacks. Firel, there =re ethnic divisions between the African
group, the so-called “Soloureds” ané Indians, who experience apartheid in
different wews which pzrtly extleins differences of interest. Racisal

prejudice between groups 1s cuite common. The African zroug iteelf is

Iy

divided into ethnic groups or tribal units. Negative stereotyping between

these uniis exists snd conflicts of interest arise.

Secondly, there are class divisions which occur within each group., Thepe
middle clagses are self-perpetustiing, have 2 different set of interestis,
and experience the injustices of apartheid in a different way. This status

congciousness obeslructs inter-clags co-operation,

In the third plece, geograrhical divisions elpo limit united political
action, "Coloureds®, Indiens end Africens are concentrated in different
regions. Furthermore, the Africans ere divided according to their location

in urben erezs, rurel sress 2nd Africen homelands.

Fourthly, there sre religious divisions within the "Coloured", Indisn end
Africean groubs. One way of assegsing their politicel significance would be to

distinguish between politicel and apoliticel religious communities.

The lmgt mecheniem of political centrol digcussed by Turner (1950: 101)

iz the variety'of Eisplscement phenomena "whereby the dominated indivicuzls
displace their frustration and aggression onto objects other than the social
gystem in which this frugtration =nd aggression originsﬁe". Examgles mre the
following: religzious groups seen ss "encepsuleting suprorting communities",
leadership roles in breakaway churches, ethnic prejudices =nd phenomens such

ag crime, violence and eslcoholism.

Although these mechanisms of conirol and divisions in society do not facilitate

united action by the oppressed masses, Turner does not view them ap unsurpassible
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obstacles to chenge, Of primary importance is that blacks should be wmede

conscious of these divigions and the way in which they obstruct liberation

and that they should not envisage a bloody reveolution,. Blacks and
rather

whites should not fall victim to polarigation butfﬁogether build a just

pociety. To achieve this, it is necessery to make = realistic assessment of

all the obstacles on the road to a new dispensation and to tackle the real

issues facing all sectione of socliety.

3.8 In search of a stiretegy

‘In hig discussion of the position of blacks in society and in hie search

for a strategy best suited to liberste blacks from oppression, he empheagises
the following points; |
1. The rate of industrial growth and the imbalance between "the growth levels
in ihe white-domineted industriel sreas and the pettern of develorment in the

black rurel aress" (Turner, 1980:112).

2., The atomigation of bleck individusls in an indusirialised set-upr znd the
ecuslly stomised nature of their gwereness thszt their problems have their
roots in the socio-politico-economic orgenigation of socisty. iUmfortunetely,

en atomieed mwereness has no politicel significance.

3. Since the benning of the major political organisation such ag the AKC and
the FAC in 196C there has been no effective politicel orgenisafion snd there-
fore the political role of trade unions has increased, "The issus of politics
is the distribution of resources within the community end a strong trade-union
movement could play an importent role in enabling the African group to force
some sort of redigiribution of resources within the community without
necessarily heving this conflict mediated through ordinery political insti-

tutions” (Turner, 1580:122).

4. The Black Consciousness movement has = limited poliiical value gince it




1>

emchasises cultursl rether than economic rights of blecke. Its main concern
is the ending of discriminetion and the integration of "{he black community
into the existing economic structures on a more egual footing" (Turer,
1980; 126)., There zre, however, valuable insights to be found in Blsack
Consciousness, also for whites. "Black conscicusnesa is = rejection of tne
s;den thet the ideml for human kind is 'to be like the whites's This should
Jead to the recognition that it is also bad for whites "to be like the
whites'. Thet is, the whites themselves are oppressed in South Africa.

In an imrortant senmse both whites and blecks are oppressed, though in ¢if-
ferent ways, by 2 social system which perpetuates itself by crestiing white

lords end blsck slaves, snd no full humen beings" (Turner, 1972: 223,

5. Wnite liberel institutions slso lack a fundemental critique of the
economic system and therefore the Enzlish-langusge rpress, the English
universitieg snd the Christien Church, =long with the white opposition
perties in parlisment asre unsware of the extent %o which the life-style of
whites ore besed on the exploitstion of blecks.

6. hlthough international economic pressure s of czrest imrortance one ghould

eveluste pressure in terms of iis consribution to bleck economic power while
keering in mind the broader context of the hegemoény of Western culture since
these western couniries all have ceritelist socio-politiceal systems in which
the dominant economic interest groups rlay a disproportionste rcle in
decision-meking" (Turnmer, 1980; 147 ).

7. Blacks should not place too much hope on exiled grours such es the 2KC
and FAC. Although they heve a symbolic value thelr acts of terror permit
the government "to legitimate a wide verieiy of oprressive measures in South
Africa. 1In & situstion where rerpid revolutionzary transfer of power is not
possible, it may be thai groups using the rhetoric of revolution and

organising doomed otiempte at insurreciion actuelly play a counter-procductive
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role. They confuse even further the =already confused perceptions that the
whites have of reality snd inhibit the occurrence of fruitful comrromises.
This result is made more probeble when they are led from exile by people who
cennot possibly be in touch with the day-to-day reslity of 2 continuouely

changing situstion" (Turner, 1980: 151).

8. Since the white regime is too powerful to be overthrown by viclent meaens,
blacks should mobilise themselves on the basis of the potential economic power
they hsve. The power of white South Africens "does not snd cannot extend to

a total control of the economic and social processes that generate and change

‘the structure of power. #s the economic significence of the urban Alrican

work force increeses, so does the cost of maintaining control of that work
force by brube sirength, It is in terms of the changing network of power
relationships implied by this fact that one hes %o construct a stretegy Jor
bringing sbout chenge towards a more just society in South africa" (Turner,
1580: 151), Turner's choice of strategy 1s clesrly ageinsi violence and in

favour of the mobilisation of the urbsn ifricen work Icorce.

Critical Commsenis
There are verious tensions in Turner's politice=l rchilosophy which 1s worth

exrloring.

A.1 First, there is = tension between his choice for raticnelily end the
"Srrationelities® of the political situstion, This manifests iteelf in the
context of the tension between resson snéd history, reason and socisl praciice,
reason and the historical context of the society in which we live. Turner
sheres the view of Hebermes that = just society is =2 roiiomsl scclety but

the ¢ifficult vroblem ie how to relete resson to sociel practice. BEoth cen

be seen ms social critice but one can be a sociel critic in various ways.
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’ Following Walzer (19€7) we cen digtinguish between three WRYS of coing moral
philosothy: through dlscovery, invention, and interpretation. This cen rlso
be mpplied to social criticism: one cen be & social critic by agsuming that
one cen digcover & Givine or mester plan in ristory, or by inventing one to
impose on society, oF by interpreting whnat ie avelletle in society through

a dielogue with history. Reason is then not en arpriori given which can be
imposed on hisiory but comes to light through the dislectic of conversaticn
with history with the purcose of inpvolving ss many reople &8 cossible in thie
conversation. It is aifficult to know where to plece Turrner on thie spectrum.
14 is possitle to £ind elements of all fhree sutroaches in his philosofhy, but
the most productive insighte are those that relste to the method of inter-
pretive social criticism, thet is, interpreting gociety through a dislogue
with history.

4.2 Another tension is rresept in nie introduction of vtorien thinkin to

11

counter reelistic thinking. e convincinzly criticlses & kiné of reslism which
posuzes thet the existing cocial order is immutable and that the rredominent
Western way of thinkinz sbout the world ie natural snd therefore universalis-
ehle. This, howsver, Jdoes not cover & realism which =ckrnowledges the
exigience of @ plurzlity of desires, inieresus and beliefs which have to be
yeken into sccount when sceeking apout golitice in terms of nsgoiisztion end
bergeining rether than in terms of conversion and redemption. The opposition
Pyrner introduces betwesn ysorien and reetiestic thinking (in the secont sense
of the term) tacks, not ohly an insight swho the conflictuel nature of poil-
ticg, but 2lso into the historicel dimension of politics. Folitics can be
described in various weys (Leftwich, 1986 ) but 1t should 2t least be seen Bs

s oractice e=nd e procedure of negotisting = settlement betveen opposing view-

i ]

points at = historicel roint in time. Tplitics cogs not consist of the
conversion of ihe political sctors in order to have ther conferm 10 the
prescriptions of en wtorian crojecv. Methcdolozicelly vtorcignism is rotent

in provicing e criticsl vantage point - it enebles the carticirents to think
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in terms of =alternetives - bul historicelly it is imrortent becsuse it cannot
accommodete opposing view-points. TFolitics does not operste with abstract
poegibtilities but with concrete pOSsibiiities which r=re historic=lly deter-
mirned. Turner's criticism of the counter-creductive neture of ANC violence
showg some signs of 2 realigetion of the imrortence of compromise in politics.
Another point worth contemplsting with regard to utorien thinking is the

fect that the project of an icesl society is elusive. This does not meen that

B
2]

man should not strive towards such en idesl. However, eoguelly importent

ok
japy
]

ot

the reslisstion thet the zractice of politics remsins = humen effeir ond

there is 2 need for eternal vigilance in the present situetion, in the

. .. . .h > 2
trensition period and in the finel dispensation sice every politicel set-up
A

evertually sheres in the fundemental embiguily of all buman schievement.

4.5 A third teneion cen be found in the orrosiiion between ithe master xey
thet Turner uses to unlock the processes in society and the rich texture

of gpoclety iteelf, Turner has s mono-czuszl view of how society works and
therefore he rleys down the imcortence of, For exemple, racial end culturel
differences &g pources of conflict. Insizht into the role of class, race,
cuiture, ideology, religion, etc. as spheres of con®lict would not invelidate
ihe role of clzgss but limit its exrlanalory power. The humen subject ie
invelved in e plurélity of structures end processes vwhich co-determine his
higtorical position. A person is not only o member of = cless, bgt alsc
belongs to & certain rece; participeies in a certzin culiure by mesns of

& particuler language which structures his life-world; follows a ceriicular
ideology which determines which values tske opriority in hig 1life; end commits
himpelf to & particular relizion which conditions the wey in whnich uliimste
questione are “ramed. The reductionist move towards mono-causality is a
typical metsrhysical meve which is, of course, the basgic charscteristic of
the diecourse of historiograchy, bui thig ig no reason for philosopny to f=l1

into this trar snd to remsin silent when comrlexity ig reduced to simplicity

-

or the world to only one descripiion or history to only one story.




4.4 There is elso 2 tension between the freedom of the humen subject =nd

the historical context, political set-up, ¢iscursive formstions, social
structures snd processes and materisl ¢ nditions which 1limit thet freecom.
This tension indicates & rroblem which is not only symptomellc cf Turner's
way of thinking but is tyricel of the endesvour to understand the position

of the humen subject in his surroundings. The way in which Turner formulastes
this tension, this dimlectic between man and his world, is of course coloured
by his own gsgumptions. Crucial in this respect is the use he makes of the
existentinlist idiome. Following Sgrtre, he sscribes to man s unioueness which
is a-structural, a-historical end a-social, In hig doctoral thesis on Sartre
he states: 'Man has 1o 'nature', becesuse the structure of consclousness,

a coptinuel project im the future, is such thet it cen never be bound 1o
anything, snd csn elways doubt eny value. Tt is this structure of conscious-
ness to which we ere referring when we say m2n is free., He transcends the
given towerds a goal, a velue which he constitutes himeeld implicitly or
explicitly. This trenscending is whet charscterises being humen' (Morghet,

1980: XV).

Let up now look =t the a—gtruciural, s~historic=l 2ndé a-social implications
of this view. This notion of freedom, namely, that"the structure of
consciousness ~en never be bound to anything“ is typicel of a way of thinking
which mssumes thet conclousness has sccess to itself without the mediation

of language,viewed in a 1iterel end metephoricel sense. It ig langusege
which structures consciouvsness end it ie to language =23 2 system of signs

4o which consciousness i inevitazbly bound. 4&nd language, whether in &
1iterel or metachoricel sense, ig not an individuslist but & communal
phenomenon. And this applies to the lanzuage We speak or which speeaks us,
apnd 4o the lenguages We 1ive or which live us, nemely, the lsnguages of
history, culture, society, religion, ideology, economics, edc. =nd the
hierarchies snd pover reletionships expressed by them., Tnis inelght into

+he role of langque in undersianding would hsve toned down Turner' s methodo-

logical individusliem which conditions him to view human choice in en sbeiract
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wey es unlimited, instead of seeing it as an act mediated by lengusge
end therefore deiermined by what is aveilable to us in historical eitustions.
In order to come to an understending of the structure of freedom we need
an ingight into £he lanzuages of history, culture, society, religion,
jdeology, economics, etc., For these languages or gign-systems all structure
freedom, Viewing freedom in this wey in terms of aign-systems, enables
one to sey that noi only was Turner's own consciousness and freedom structured
higtoricelly in a particulaer manner but =lso his concert of freedom was

conditioned by the lsnzuages operative at that stage o history.

But Turner not only held an s-structural view of freedom bui =lso ean
e_historical view of humen consciousness. Consclousness is defined as "o
continual creoject into the future" which is not bound by the past. His
endeavour "4o grasp the present as history" is therefore handicapped right
from the start by his view of men es a proiect into the future which does
not scknowledge his roots in the past. He directs men to a socialist Tuture
but he lscks the sociaslist concern with history es 2 guide to that futurs.
Hie talks obout the rresent 23 history but does not reslise that the cresent
ig the dialecticel relstionship between past and future, and thet without

en understandinz of the pest the prcject into ine Iuture remsine merely

utopian.

Nagh (1682;15-26) identifies three =ssumrtions masde by Turmer in his account

of Gouth Africen history to surgort "tis view that the fubure is unconditionally
open to humen choice". A1l <hree essumctions illustrate the kind of
di®ficulties one comes up e=2sinst if one dernies the continuity between cest

and future bpeczuse of a lack in one's underst.pnding of the past. Indeed,

1

o+

the unfinished bueiness o histery will revenge itself, mot only in the

iy
+

sthere of practical politics but alsec In the schere of one's understendic

843

of what ig herpening end whet should happen in society. Firegt, Turner
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ngstmes "that fechnolozy =nd technicel knowledge =zre socially neutral,
and can be understood apart frow the sociel relations in which they
emerge" (Wash, 1582:15). The second assumgiion is that "reletive social

eouality can de obtained, not by sltering ihe reletions of procuctions In

1m

society, but by geining relative ecguzlity in the svhere of materiel con-

. . L) 1 .
sumption" (17). Thirdly, Turner assumes that "black South Africans heve not
only a relatively full understsnding of the society in which they live, but

also of the society they would choose to live in" (19).

The third assumption is of cruciael importance, for it illusirates the exten

+o which the existentialiat biag influences Turner to oroject into the

future without fully acpcreciating the treces of the pest in the discrepancies
of the present., His utopien thinking tricke him inio by-passing the unfinished
business of history. Blecks =re zssupmed to hesve =n awereness of the "meterizal
.values underlying racism”. Although only a small crorortion of blacks heve

a gocialigt consciousness Turner ascribes to the mejority of blacks such an
swareness, According to Kash {13) Turner seperetes politicsl consciousness
from politicel organisation: "For him, the roliticel consciousness of ihe

oprressed =né exploited exiets independenily of thneir orgenisetion to trens-

(3181

form the goslis of thet consciousness into historical reelity” (19). By
operating with 2 concept of censciousness which is a continusl project inio
the future with no roots in the pest he "excludes any historicel rrocess which

mizht form that consciousness" (2C),

i

I have already pointed out how the existentialist bies in favour of the

uniqueness of individuel experience implies en a-~siructursl and an m-historicsel

view of consciousness. The lest point ebouil individuel unigueness serarated

from e historical process nzs led us to the a-social nature of Turner's view

of consciousnesg, Thig view slgo cleerly illiustretes the tensicn between

individual morelity and collective politics.
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According to rclurelism the individual discovers himself by being
involved in a plurality of asssocietions. He becomes = person through
ghered values and shared experience, With regard to politicsal chenge the
individusl cannot rely on the socalled uniqueness of his exrerience but
mugt involve himself in sssociatione organised with the purpose of bringing
about change. In the economic field it could be = trade union, and in

colitics & libersiion movenment,

Thsre is one example of this insizht in Turner's book which is worth
cuoting. It is an insight which franscends the individualist idiom used

in The ave of the needle for it admits the social diwmension of individusl

congciousness not only in its socizlisation into a conservetive frame of
mind but =also in ite socialipation intoc a liberationist stance. This
insight reflects the important contribution of pluralism, nemely,that botn
pogitions ere the result of processes of socislisation. Turer (198C:E5)
states: "There is an intimate relstionsaip between change in consciousness
end orgenisetion, GConsciousness develops =zlong with organisetion. To

be effective, organisstion must be relszted 1o the way in which peorple see
the world end must help thexr to see the world in a new way. There are three
essential slements in this new way of seeing the world., I must come %o

see the world es abie ﬁo be changed. I must come {0 see myself zs having
the cepacity to play & part in changing it, fnd I must see that ny
cepecity to do this cen be realised only in co-operation with other peorle,
To zragp these three facts involves e fundamentel shift in paychologicel
sttitude towerds the world, rathner than a simple chenge of iniellectuel
swereness. Such a shift only occurs once I find myself involved in action.”
Thieg psychologicel ghift is clearly noit = unique experience of an isolated
individual buit = ghared exgerience in =2n associstion which relstes <o

croblems of everyday life, He coniinues: "Cnly if orgenisation begine

from the lrmedisate rroblems thel I exmperience in my everydsy 1ife cen I

bezin to leern in gractice that the world can be changed, that I cen
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change it, and thai to do so I must work with my neizhbour. The process of
colitical change throuzh the development of orgenisation=l solidarity must
itself be 2 particirpetory exverience if people =re to becoze conscious of
the poesibilities of freedom," In discovering the sociel dimension of
consciousness the human subject also ciscovers how consciousnese can
develop meaninzfully into crojecting s new future. Frojecting into the
future is not = netural but rather = socio-historical cheracteristic of
being humen. This insizht enables one to overcoms the limitation of viewing
congcioueness in sn a-structursl, s-historicel =nd s-sociel maenner, Tumer,
therefore, succeeds at least in pointing to & more contextusl wey of thinking.
Necerthelesa I hesve found it necesserv %o criticise the limitetions of his
thinking in the borad historic=l context in which he operates. The
influence of the perticular politicel context on Turner's thinking is
discussed by Nesh (1982) in his rpercestive essay or Turner which takes into

account Tyrner's leter development.

Conclusicn

Thilosorhy is not only a meny-faceted ciscicline bul =2lso a lanzusge geme

that cen be played in many vays, end it would Dbe improper to prescribe for
chiloscphers how they should rhilosornise =nd which themes they should exylore.

Nevertheless, I would like to emchasise the importance of Turner's way of

L,

oing rhilosophy. I would z2lso like 1o stab argreciation of the facy

M
3
=<:

that Turner's rhilosophy wes motiveted by a concern for justice, that the
theme of justice wes formulated in the context of ithe practice of the
injustice in the South Africzn society, and that his commitment wes of such
2 kind thet he did not refuse to stand up for what is jusi. His desth was
not merely e cessaiion of breszth, His death passes judgment on the kind of
socisty in which we live. It elso seys somsihing sbout his way of 1life and

his style of philosorhisine. His wey of doing philosorhy succeeded, not

only in releting philosorhy to history, but =also in releting history to
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philosozhy. And this he could do because he strusgled with the difficult

problem of how to Dbecome a philogophicsl and historical contemporary of

hig time. He was conscious of the imrortent role played by rresuppositions
in philosophy and of the hieterical context 2yom which he opersted, drawing
our sttention to the problem of the way in which nistory itsel? conditions

philoscphy. The fact that he could not bring thie insight to maturity coes

not detract from the importsnce of his contribution, The stage is indeed set

for thoroughgoing research in this arez.

In epite of its limitstions, his explorstion of the relationship between
conscioueness and history contributed to our understending of the dieleciic
between philosochy ané history. He gtruzzled with the difficult rrobtiexz of

(K s s . .. =
"hwow our history forms our cONsCloOusnecss without maving consciousness 2 mEre

expression of its history, but leaving i4 an asiive role in choesineg its
suture” (Nash, 1982:3). In enswering ihis problem Turner illusirzted one of
the imgortent tasks of thilosochy, namely to helrp . us understand the historic

tagk of emsncirstion from 2ll kinde of cozinstlon. tlthough
derth and scope of Homermas' view of the emancipaiory role of rhilosopny thi
does not deitrect frem the imporvance o:

South &fricsn coniex

in nis discussion of the unbublished l=ter work of Turper, Nesh (1652.2
ansesses this contribution ss folliows: "Purner trourht his considersbls
ifts end exemplary pclitical comxitment to the rrot

y without denying future choice which contirues

confroms our strugzle for freedom in South Africe todey. Indeed, this croblem

confronts ue with even greeter urgzency snd clsriiy then i3 cic wnen Turner o

to sddress it &n the last Tive vears of nis life, Like 2ll genuine
chilosochicel prodlems, it arises

in which men snd women live =nd siruggie, and can only be resolved by their

[&]
e
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struzgles. It can cnly be resolved by creating the conditiong in whni
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men and woren =re freed from ithe reslities of orgression end exyloitetion

gnd ensbled to chosse their own future and the future of all hupenity. The

nistorical task of resclving ihis croblem cennot te undertaken by rhilosothy

alone; the task of rhiloserhy ie to helr ue understent how ihet histericel

[

tagk ic $c be underteken." In terms cf thie line of Thinking,
we honour Turner since, by vsing chilescphy to hely us tndersisnd the histcricel
tagk of emancipation from all
chilosopnicel end histofical contemporsries of the tresent dev., If we wani

+to heocome men andé women for =ll sezsons, we csn only dc eo by becoming fully

humen beings of ‘his time end of this rlace, of thia tregedy which is celled

by the rame of South Africa.
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