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on hime ..+ He was free from anxiety and the need to establ ish
his own identity, but he wae above all free for his neighbous ..
.. He was, apparently, a man free to give himself to others,
whoever they were. He lived thus, and he was put to death for
being thie kind of man in the midst of fearful and defensive man;‘
(122-23). Thue wha t made JesuSfree to 1love his neighbour
was essential his personal independence, his freedom from the
encumbering formulae of tradition, and irom conventional
definitioné of status and prestige.-- what one might ceall his
ideological independence.

Th be idedlogically independent isn't as easy as it sound se
There seem to be a few people--what Colin Wilson calls Oatsidera--
can somehow naturally think for themselves, who just nat;rally
see through the‘¥2&& of what is politely called common-sens €,
but which is usuelly the sum of the superWtitions of the ages.
But for most of us there is a necessary process of liberation.
And the first step in this process of libermiwbmation is the
reflective analysis of ones assumptions about values, about
ways of behavinge Being jdeolegically independent doesnot
mean xmxhe being independent of ideologies , since it is
imporsible to think and act independnt of assumptioné, it

A e
means trying to discover ‘teh right assumptions. It means

thinking critically about yourself and about your soCid@¥Yye.

Swexsexx I will illustrate the second part of the probleme—
the question of what sort of behaviour shpuld express my
love for my neighbour=- with an example. Let us say you
are good;hurch going\ohristian factory owner inl19c England.
In a sl&mp, you have to lay off half of your employees, who
are after all, your neighbours. How should you now set about
expressing your love for them? What you do,assuning of course

that pou are acting in good faith, will depend onhow you
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understand the situation. Why are the workers out o work?

It is easy to see that it is because the country is in hem iddk
of an economic¢c slump. But why is there a slump? There aretwo
kinde of anewer, and your behaviour will depend on the kind

you give. Your analyeie of society may lead you to conclude,as
did the bulk of 19¢ thinkers, that slumps are caused by the
inevitable working of a natural economic system over which hﬂj/o{
ha¥¢no control. In this case your love will takk the form of
woolly so-cks and hot soup once a daye On the other hand
)ﬁour analysis of society and the social structure may lead

you to conclude that the social structure is not natural

and inevitable at all, that slumps are the result of a man-made
political sytem, for which yf as a factory owner, ;;'very

much reesponsable, and which could be other than it is. In this
case, Jgdlove would take the form of combining with nyyou/
neighbour in order to overthrow the system and to replace

it gwkith 2 new, more km rational and human one.

~, 73 love your neighbour you have to know who or what is
responsablefor his suffering, and how it could be allevited .
and this means that you need a theory of politics. Otherwise
you will just go along with the assumptions and limitations

imposed by your society, and you may turn out to have been

\ slowly murdering your neighbour, rather than loving hime

|
Christientiy contains and implies no PEXXIX particular

e ; ‘
politicel theory ., and yetw il it is allied with a political

theory it is impotent.
So 1 would like now to deal witha few points which I
think are essential to political theory, and hence also

to living christianity.
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